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Welcome Remarks  

On behalf of the National Council for Higher Education, I welcome you all to the 4th Annual Higher Education 

Conference. In a special way, I welcome the Chief Guest, the First Lady and Minister of Education and Sports, 

Hon. Janet Kataaha Museveni, for accepting our invitation and request to officiate at this function. I also 

extend our gratitude to session chairpersons, keynote speakers, and panelists for accepting our invitation and 

the roles assigned to you. This year’s Conference is blended, where we have both physical and online 

participation. It is the second time we are having participation online- the first one was last year and was purely 

virtual. 

Hon. Minister, due to the closure/lockdown of all higher education institutions by Government during early 

2020, as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic, the NCHE developed the Emergency ODeL Guidelines for 

institutions, with the aim of ensuring continuity of learning. Only programmes that had been accredited before 

the pandemic were approved to be implemented using the Emergency ODeL System. Institutions that wished 

to conduct final examinations using the same were required to seek separate approval from NCHE.  Out of the 

over 250 institutions regulated by NCHE, only 48 (19.2%) have been approved to implement the Emergency 

ODeL system. Of these, 37 institutions (77%) are Universities, 3 (6.3%) Other Degree Awarding institutions 

and 8 (16.7%) are Other Tertiary Institutions. Out of the 54 universities accredited in Uganda, 37 (68.5%) were 

approved to mount the emergency ODeL. Other Tertiary Institutions (OTIs) registered a low turn up as only 8 

(4.5%) out of the 178 registered by NCHE are implementing the ODeL system, of the eight OTIs approved, 

only 1 (12.5%) is a public OTI. 

The theme of the Conference is “Enhancement of teaching, learning and assessment with Open and 

Distance e-Learning (ODeL) in higher education’’ This year’s Conference aims at enhancing the capacities 

developed during the implementation of the Emergency ODeL during the COVID pandemic, enrich and 

improve the teaching and learning and how the learners are assessed using the ODeL system. In addition, the 

Conference will avail institutions and individuals an opportunity to share experiences and innovations in the 

teaching, learning and assessment using ODeL as well as disseminate their research findings.   

We appreciate universities and other institutions that had planned ahead of time and installed learning 

platforms which enabled them to transition their contact with students seamlessly to ODeL
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and so, provided a good example to others. They also provided useful advice to the NCHE while developing 

guidelines for ODeL. 

As we roll out ODeL, NCHE remains committed to academic integrity, quality and standards which are non- 

negotiable and without which, we will give false education and deliver inadequate knowledge and skills that 

will not contribute to development and solving the socio-economic and health challenges that are ever 

increasing. I, therefore, call upon institutions to bear with the NCHE and other regulators when they query 

facilities and processes that do not meet the set standards or, which have not been approved. 

Hon. Minister, NCHE has continued to monitor the implementation of ODeL in institutions and we have found 

out that, there is still resistance by some teachers and learners, institutions have limited funds to implement 

ODeL yet it is expensive in terms of having the equipment and internet connectivity, among others. Other 

challenges have included difficulty in monitoring students to ascertain if learning is taking place. There are 

also concerns about inclusivity of people with disabilities both teachers and learners, as well as, difficulties in 

running practical programmes using ODeL.  

We, therefore, recommend that institutions should be supported to have collaborations or MoUs with service 

providers for cheap laptops, other equipment and internet connectivity. There is also need for continuous 

training and sensitization of teachers and learners on ODeL.  Institutions need to indicate on the admission 

letters that the programme a student is admitted into will be run using ODeL to avoid resistance.  Examination 

monitoring ought to be strengthened and the challenges faced by people with disabilities addressed. 

The NCHE would like to thank the universities and Other institutions of higher learning which have embraced 

the implementation of the Emergency ODeL system that has enabled continuity of teaching and learning. It 

was important to keep our students learning, especially knowing that their counterparts in the developed 

countries were continuing to study remotely. I would like to challenge all institutions to ensure quality in the 

teaching, learning and assessment while using ODeL.  As NCHE, we will continue to monitor institutions for 

compliance and give guidance where it is needed.  

Let me take this opportunity to remind institutions that in August 2019, Minimum Standards for the 

implementation of ODeL in higher education were sent out to them. These were to guide institutions to 

develop programmes for delivery using ODeL and to also be used by NCHE to accredit programmes. You are, 

therefore, encouraged to develop programmes to be specifically implemented using ODeL and submit them for 

accreditation. After the Covid-19 pandemic, the emergency ODeL guidelines will not apply. 
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It is our hope that our engagement at this Conference will provide opportunities for information sharing, 

benchmarking, networking and improvement in the implementation of ODeL. We need not look behind but 

forward, ODeL is the way to go.  

Lastly, Hon. Minister, allow me to inform you that NCHE will be marking 20 years of operation next year. 

Details will be availed at an appropriate time. 

Ladies and gentlemen, it is now my pleasure to invite the Chairperson of the Council to make his remarks. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION 

 

 

Professor Mary J.N. Okwakol (PhD) 
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Opening Remarks 
 

I take this opportunity to welcome you to the 4th Annual Higher Education Conference 2022, one of the two 

premier annual events of Council for 2022. 

In a special way, allow me to welcome you, The First Lady and Hon. Minister of Education and Sports, our 

line Minister, for accepting to officiate at this occasion. This is the second time you are making time to 

officiate at our functions. Last year in November, you officiated at the 12th Annual Higher Exhibition. We feel 

greatly honoured. 

 

Our Chief Guest, the Council as established by the Universities and Other Tertiary Institutions Act, 2001 as 

amended, is mandated to among many other functions to set up and ensure standards of courses of study. To 

perfect this function, the Council approved the Open Distance and Electronic Learning (ODeL) to enable 

Higher Education Institutions to vary their methods of teaching, learning and assessment. With the outbreak of 

COVID 19, we reached out to ODeL, and create an emergency ODeL, to ensure that learning did not stop but 

continued in higher education institutions. 

 

The use of ODeL has since become an important factor in higher education. It is therefore, an excellent 

opportunity to meet together as representatives for higher education and with our stakeholders and exchange 

opinions focusing on how to use ODeL to promote teaching, learning and assessment in higher education. It is 

equally important to ensure the quality of higher education when making such a promotion. 

Hon. Minister, this is one of the major tasks before us in this conference. ICT has become a driving force in the 

delivery of education thus introducing important implications for the provision of education. The introduction 

of ODeL which is a fairly new mode of delivery of higher education is highly desirable, in that, it offers 

increased and diversified learning opportunity to all. 

 

However, several challenges remain to be confronted. The ED has highlighted on some of these challenges but 

allow me Hon. Minister, to single out the challenge of assessment under ODeL. Many institutions running 

ODeL have been under spotlight when it comes to assessment. The need for academic integrity and self-

regulation have hang in balance. And this is why we came up with this theme “Enhancing teaching, learning 

and assessment with ODeL in higher education” in order to compare views and take counsel to address this 

challenge among many other challenges.  
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As we embrace ODeL in our institutions, there is need for government to support institutions of higher learning 

by putting up infrastructure that supports virtual learning, having a nationwide internet connectivity and a 

subsidized policy for ICT equipment to enable institutions and students afford the system.   

I now take this opportunity to welcome you, our Chief Guest, the First Lady and Minister of Education and 

Sports to make your remarks and also open the 4th Annual Higher Education Conference 2022. Mama you are 

welcome. 

 

Prof. Eli Katunguka-Rwakishaya 

CHAIRPERSON, NCHE  
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Official Opening   
I begin by giving thanks to the Almighty God for His protection and enabling us to gather today to deliberate 

on matters of Higher Education. 

On behalf of the Ministry of Education and Sports, I would like to thank the National Council for Higher 

Education for organizing this Conference. I am very pleased to see so many institutions of higher learning - 

Universities and Other Tertiary Institutions, represented. I am delighted to be with you. 

I am pleased to learn that the purpose of this 4th Higher Education Conference is to fulfill the mandate of 

disseminating information on higher education. It is important that the National Council for Higher Education 

fulfills its role of promoting, developing and disseminating information on higher education for the benefit of 

the people of Uganda.  

The Uganda Vision 2040 identifies human capital development, which is a product of education, as one of the 

fundamentals that accelerate the country’s transformation. The East African Community Vision 2050 also 

emphasizes inclusive and equitable quality education, promotion of learning opportunities and skills through 

science, technology and innovation. This therefore makes the education sector a key instrument in the growth 

and development of society as it is the one through which other sectors access the human resource. All eyes are 

on the education sector to help the country achieve its national development goals. 

The theme of the conference “Enhancement of teaching, learning and assessment with Open and Distance e-

Learning (ODeL) in higher education’’ is timely, and merits our focus. The Covid 19 pandemic hit the world 

and negatively impacted on all higher education institutions. It was through Open and Distance electronic 

Learning (ODeL) that institutions continued with teaching and learning during the lockdowns. In this regard, I 

commend the National Council for Higher Education for developing guidelines for adoption of an Emergency 

ODeL system that enabled continuity of teaching and learning in Higher Education institutions during this 

difficult period. Your continued guidance to institutions that are implementing ODeL is also much appreciated. 

The Ministry of Education and Sports is looking at ODeL as the strategy institutions in the education sector 

should adopt. This is because it increases enrolment of eligible learners, reduces the pressure and demand for 

physical scholastic materials and facilities, increases the teacher – learner ratio and provides a solution for the 

unforeseen emergencies within the education sector. In addition, it is flexible in terms of time and distance, and 

does not discriminate in terms of age, gender, origin or physical ability.  Through the Education and Sports 

Sector Strategic Plan (ESSP) 2020/2021 – 2024/2025, the Ministry intends to strengthen ODeL by 

mainstreaming it in all institutions of higher learning as one of the strategies that will ensure increase in access 
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to higher education and enrolment. As well put by one education technology expert, Elliot Masie, “we need to 

bring learning to people instead of people to learning”. 

As a Ministry, we set up a Digital Agenda Technical Committee charged with providing strategic guidance at 

all levels of education. Fortunately, the National Council for Higher Education is represented on that 

Committee. The Committee is in final stages of preparation of the Digital Agenda Strategy, aligned to NDP III 

which highlights adequate human capital that facilitates increase in productivity and technological growth. The 

National ICT Policy 2014 has provided a general framework for the Ministry to develop the Digital Agenda for 

the sector.  

In an effort to enhance ICT capacity in higher education, my Ministry with support of our development 

partners - the African Development Bank (ADB), successfully implemented the Higher Education Science and 

Technology (HEST) project in 6 universities, two Other Degree Awarding Institutions and the National 

Council for Higher Education as the regulator. The project rehabilitated and equipped Science Technology and 

Innovation learning facilities, improved ICT connectivity, supported ICT broadband backbone and networks so 

as to increase accessibility. We are aware that although few and only public institutions benefited, the Ministry 

will review the list of beneficiaries in the projects to come in future. 

As you are well aware, the Ministry has established the Education Policy Review Commission aimed at 

generating recommendations and a draft white paper for the Ministry to be presented to Cabinet and ultimately 

to Parliament. It will incorporate all the emerging issues and identify gaps within the education sector and 

ways to address them. I call upon all higher education stakeholders to make necessary contributions to the 

Commission.  

I am convinced that this Conference will provide strategies, solutions and recommendations to institutions and 

government on how to enhance the teaching, learning and assessment with ODEL in higher education. As a 

Ministry, we look forward to receiving recommendations of the conference. 

I once again thank the Council, Management and staff of NCHE for organizing this Conference.   

I now declare this 4th Annual Higher Education Conference officially opened. 

For God and my Country. 

Hon. Janet Kataha Museveni                                                                                                                 

FIRST LADY AND MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND SPORT
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS 

 

Ms. Azra Nazeem is Director Blended and Digital Learning and a faculty member at the 

Aga Khan University. She is responsible for leading the cross-institutional advancements 

in online, blended, and digital learning through faculty and staff development, 

innovation, consulting with faculty on online and blended curriculum design and leading 

digital learning strategy initiatives.  She is a Senior Fellow of the UK Advance Higher 

Education With twenty years of experience in countries like Pakistan and those in East 

Africa. Ms Azra is regarded as one of the foremost experts on technology in education in 

challenging contexts. She has designed and led numerous programmes focusing on the 

use of technology across various educational contexts. She has also mentored young 

EdTech entrepreneurs. Her current research explores the design and use of digital 

learning environments, and issues of digital inclusion, safety and accessibility in 

challenging contexts. She is a recipient of the Aga Khan University’s “Innovation Impact 

Award of Distinction” in 2022.  

 

 

 

Professor Paul Prinsloo is Research Professor in Open Distance Learning, Department 

of Business Management Science, University of South Africa (UNISA). His academic 

background includes fields as diverse as theology, art history, business management, 

online learning, and religious studies. Paul is an established researcher and has published 

numerous articles in the fields of teaching and learning, student success in distance 

education contexts, learning analytics, and curriculum development. His current research 

focuses on the collection, analysis and use of student data in learning analytics, graduate 

supervision and digital identity. 
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SESSION CHAIRPERSONS 

 

Mr. Arthur Babu Muguzi is the NCHE Director Finance, Planning and Administration. He 

is A certified Public Accountant of Uganda (CPAU); A fellow of the Chartered Certified 

Accountant of UK (FCCA-UK) and holds a Master’s degree in Business Administration- 

Finance, Makerere University; Bachelors of Commerce, Makerere University; 

Arthur worked at Tax Appeals Tribunal, Ministry of Finance for three years and served as 

an Accountant. At the Inception of NCHE on 1st April 2003 joined the Team as a Finance 

Officer and later served as Principal Finance Officer for six years. 

He has vast experience in Government Accounting, Higher Education Finance 

Management and Quality Assurance. 

 

Hon. Eng. Abigaba Cuthbert Mirembe is Deputy Chair Education and Sports 

Committee of Parliament. He is a Ugandan Politician and Engineer. He represents Kibale 

County, Kamwenge District in the Parliament of Uganda 

 

 

Eng. Dr. Dorothy Okello is Chairperson UCC and Dean, School of Engineering at 

Makerere University, and a researcher with net Labs! UG, a research Centre within the 

Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering whose model is to strive for 

a balanced critical mass of research, innovation and commercialization in 

communications and networking. She is also Director of Innovation at Resilient Africa 

Network (RAN), Makerere University School of Public Health. 

 

 Dr. Lawrence Muganga is Vice Chancellor Victoria University. Dr Muganga is an 

Education Thought-Leader, Professor of Education, award winning best-selling author, 

international curriculum speaker, and passionate about changing the education factory 

called school.  
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Dr. Nora Mulira, Director ICT, Research and Innovation, NCHE. She has extensive 

professional experience as a Systems Analyst, academician, and researcher in the ICT4D 

areas of ICT Policy Analysis and digital reform. Among her notable research 

contributions are the World Bank /(InfoDev Initiative for the Development of Uganda’s 

Information Infrastructure Agenda (DIIAUP), which developed the foundation of 

Uganda’s national ICT policy framework. 

 

 

Dr. Jenipher Twebaze Musoke, Chairperson ICT Research and Innovation Committee, 

NCHE. Dr. Jenipher Twebaze Musoke is the Coordinator of Research for BRAC Africa, 

leading Research and Evaluation Units in South Sudan, Uganda, Liberia, Sierra Leone 

and Tanzania. Dr Jenipher has extensive experience in supervising research, survey 

designs and implementation including conducting field research in developing countries. 

 

Dr. Maxwell Otim Onapa, FUNAS Director Science, Research and Innovation. He is 

Chairman of the Institute Research Advisory Board (IRAB) at Uganda Management 

Institute – UMI. He is an accomplished scientist currently working as Director of Science, 

Research and Innovation at the Ministry of Science, Technology and Innovation where he 

provides strategic leadership in Research and Innovation, Intellectual Property 

Management, Technology Development; and  
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SESSION TWO:   Experiences and lessons for learners and teachers in e-learning  
 

Keynote Address: 

Enhancement of teaching, learning and assessment with ODeL in higher education 

Speaker: Ms. Azra Nazeem,  
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Presentation: ODeL experiences and lessons for Higher education 
Speaker: Assoc. Prof. Aaron Mushengyezi 

Vice Chancellor, Uganda Christian University 
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Presentation: ODeL experiences and lessons for STEM 
By 

Dr. John Okuonzi, 

Director ICT, Kyambogo University 
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Presentation: Observations for Crisis health education and training after Covid-19 

by Ms. Irene Atuhairwe 
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Presentation: ODeL experiences and lessons for researchers 
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Presentation: ODeL experiences and lessons for lecturers/TVET  

 

 



 
NCHE 4TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2022 53  

53 | P a g e 

 

 

 



 
NCHE 4TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2022 54  

54 | P a g e 

 

 

 



 
NCHE 4TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2022 55  

55 | P a g e 

 
 

 



 
NCHE 4TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2022 56  

56 | P a g e 

 
 

 



 
NCHE 4TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2022 57  

57 | P a g e 

 
 

 



 
NCHE 4TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2022 58  

58 | P a g e 

 
 

 

 



 
NCHE 4TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2022 59  

59 | P a g e 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
NCHE 4TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2022 60  

60 | P a g e 

Presentation: ODeL experiences and lessons for learners/Disability  
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SESSION 3:   ICT Skills Development, Regulatory Policy framework and 

strategies 
Topic of discussion 

 
Does the current Higher Education policy and regulatory framework meet the requirements for 
Higher Education Digital Transformation? 
 
Panelists 

 
i. Prof. Mike Kuria, Deputy Executive Secretary, IUCEA 
ii. Prof. George L. Openjuru, Vice Chancellor, Gulu University 
iii. Dr. Jane Egau, Director HTVET, Ministry of Education & Sports 
iv. DR. Pius Achanga, Director QAA, NCHE 
v. Mr. Derrick Etuusa, Solutions Director, Huawei Technologies Uganda Co. Ltd 

Suggestions and recommendations  
 

The following suggestions and recommendations arose out of the panel discussion 
i. Need to develop a policy on retooling at National, regional and International level 

ii. Need to build capacity to create our own technology because it would allow us to build what is 
significant to our community. 

iii. Institutions need to be guided on technologies that support ODeL 
iv. NCHE should monitor to ensure that guidelines are implemented i.e. do spot checks 
v. Regulators need to work together to develop the policies but put into consideration institutional 

disparities  
vi. Institutions should allocate funds for ODeL, when budgeting priorities of ICT  
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SESSION 4:   Higher Education Online Delivery, Learning and Assessment 
Presentation: Delivery assessment mode for e-learning by institutions managers. 
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Presentation: ODeL in Technical Vocational Education and Training (TVET) 
 

 
 

 

 



 
NCHE 4TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2022 76  

76 | P a g e 

 

 

 



 
NCHE 4TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2022 77  

77 | P a g e 

 

 

 



 
NCHE 4TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2022 78  

78 | P a g e 

 

 

 



 
NCHE 4TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2022 79  

79 | P a g e 

 

 

 



 
NCHE 4TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2022 80  

80 | P a g e 

 

 

 



 
NCHE 4TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2022 81  

81 | P a g e 

 

 

 



 
NCHE 4TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2022 82  

82 | P a g e 

 

 

 



 
NCHE 4TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2022 83  

83 | P a g e 

 

 

 



 
NCHE 4TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2022 84  

84 | P a g e 

 

 

 



 
NCHE 4TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2022 85  

85 | P a g e 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
NCHE 4TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2022 86  

86 | P a g e 

Presentation: ODeL Mainstreaming in Higher Education 
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DAY TWO:        15th SEPTEMBER 2022 
 

KEYNOTE PRESENTATION  
 

Content Development and Research networking to enhance ODeL for Higher 

Education in Africa    
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SESSION TWO: CONTENT DEVELOPMENT AND PEDAGOGICAL SKILLS 

UNDER THE NEW NORM 

Presentation: ODeL Content development and pedagogical delivery skills 
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Presentation: ODeL in STEM Practical Teaching, Learning and Assessment 
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SESSION 3: Development of online research networks and resources for 

Higher Education 
Presentation: The art of creative research networking 
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Presentation: Online research and lessons from SIDA-SAREC project 
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Presentation: Research award strategies 
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Presentation: Innovative strategies for PhD Training 
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Presentation: Enabling research and education collaborations  
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Key highlights from the 4th Annual Higher Education Conference 2022 
1) Need for harmonization of implementation strategies for streamlining ODeL in Higher Education 

Institutions in the following areas: 

i. Internet /connectivity that adequately support teaching, learning and research 

ii. tooling and retooling teachers and Learners 

iii. Content development and access  

iv. Research and innovation Networking methods and resources 

2) Address Funding issue in ODeL infrastructure and facilities 

3) There is need for funding Higher Education Institutions to enhance ODeL system. Similarly, HEIs 

need to prioritize ODeL in their budgets. 

4)  Need for stakeholder’s collaborations among the service providers, institutions, industry and the 

private sector to promote ODeL. 

5) Consider inclusivity of people with disability in ODeL 

6) Strengthen the regulatory monitoring of ODeL by NCHE. 

7) Institutions should establish positions of infrastructural design and capacity building of faulty in 

ODeL infrastructural design and pedagogy. 

Conference strategies for the follow up 
a) Dissemination of conference report to stake holders  

b) Stakeholders are requested to provide their feedback and input towards the achievements of the 

conference objective.  

c) Development of the action plan for the streamlined implementation of ODeL in higher institutions of 

learning. 

Action Plan for the highlights of the 4th Annual Higher Education Conference 2022. 
 
The conference goal was to define and prepare a roadmap that responds to the context based current obstacles 

limiting the implementation of ODeL in higher education. 

The conference was aimed at achieving the following objectives;  

i. Identifying strategies for the preparation of an ODeL roadmap based on different higher education 

contexts in Uganda 
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ii. Exploring content development and pedagogical skills for adoption based on experiences and practices 

for e-learning 

iii. Stimulating ideas and information exchange among scholars, researchers and the public on e-learning 

mode of delivery 

HEIs are requested to provide feedback on the Action points and time frame columns in the table  

S/n Focus area Issues Action point Time frame 

1 Streamlining the 

implementation of ODeL 

in higher education 

institutions 

i. Internet /connectivity that 

adequately support 

teaching, learning and 

research 

ii. Tooling and retooling 

both teachers and 

Learners 

iii. Content development 

and access 

iv. Research and innovation 

Networking methods and 

resources 

v. High Taxes on Data 

affecting connectivity 

thus curtailing E- 

Learning 

 

a). NCHE to review Q/A 

framework  

b). Develop a strategy for ICT 

Mainstreaming in HEI  

c). Strengthen the regulatory 

monitoring of ODeL by 

NCHE 

d). NCHE to negotiate the 

Government the need to 

harmonize and support both 

private and public higher 

education institution on data 

activation 

e). Encourage institutions to 

subscribe to RENU 

24 months 

     

2 ODeL Funding i. Funding in ODeL 

infrastructure and 

facilities is inadequate 

ii. Funding Higher 

Education Institutions 

to enhance ODeL 

system is low 

a). NCHE to work with 

education committee of 

parliament, Agencies, service 

providers and the private 

sector to develop 

collaborations that link HEIs, 

private sector, and 

 

 



 
NCHE 4TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2022 199  

199 | P a g e 

ii. Integration of ICT into 

HE delivery and 

administration remain 

low with just over 30 % 

of HE able to acquire, 

use and maintain ICT 

for learning.   

 

government systems and 

agencies to promote ODeL 

b). NCHE to develop HE 

capacity building framework 

for ICT skills and 

infrastructure: 

c). Establish current ICT 

capacity for teaching learning 

and Research and Innovation 

d). Review/develop minimum 

standards and requirement, 

aligned with NCHE capacity 

indicators 

e). NCHE encourages HEIs to 

allocate part of their budget to 

ICT human resource and 

infrastracture 

 

     

3 Inclusivity Of people with 

disability in ODeL 

 

No/less inclusivity with 

people with disability in 

ODeL  

a). NCHE to review minimum 

standards and include 

requirement for people with 

disability in ODeL system 

b). Develop concept paper to 

address access obstacles   

including tuition funding and 

facilities for PWDs, gender 

and other marginalized groups 

 

24 months 
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CLOSURE: 

The conference was closed by Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Education and 

Sports. 

 

 

 

 

END OF CONFERENCE 
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Appendix 1 

NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR HIGHER EDUCATION 

 

THE 4th ANNUAL HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, 14th & 15th SEPTEMBER 2022 

 

Theme: Enhancement of teaching, learning and assessment with Open and Distance e-Learning (ODeL) 

in Higher Education 

 

CONFERENCE PROGRAMME 

 

DAY ONE:        14th SEPTEMBER 2022 

 

8:00 – 9.00: Arrival and Registration NCHE 

 

SESSION ONE: OPENING CEREMONY 

 

 

Master of Ceremony:    Mr. Solomon Serwanjja 

 

 

CHAIRPERSON: Mr. Arthur Babu Muguzi, Director Finance, Planning and Administration, 

NCHE 

 

9.05 -9.10 Prayer Rev. Canon Dr. Alex M. Kagume 

Deputy Executive Director, NCHE 

 
Anthems National Anthem 

East African Anthem 

9.10-9.20 Introductory Remarks Professor Mary J.N. Okwakol 

Executive Director, NCHE 

9.20-9.30 Welcome Remarks Professor Eli Katunguka Rwakishaya 

Chairperson of Council, NCHE 
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9:30-10:00 

 

Opening address  

Hon. Janet K. Museveni 

First Lady and Minister of Education and 

Sports 

 

SESSION TWO:   Experiences and lessons for learners and teachers in e-learning 

 

CHAIRPERSON: Hon. John Ntamuhiira Twesigye Chair Education Committee of Parliament 

 

10:00 -10:30 

KEYNOTE PRESENTATION 

  

Enhancement of teaching, learning 

and assessment with ODeL in higher 

education 

 

Ms. Azra Nazeem 

 

Senior Fellow of the Higher Education 

Academy UK. Director, Blended and Digital 

Learning Office of the Provost, The Aga 

Khan University South-Central Asia, East 

Africa & London, UK 

 

10:30-11:00:       HEALTH BREAK  

 

11:00-11:15 

ODeL experiences and lessons for 

Higher education  

 

 Prof. Aaron Mushengyezi 

Vice Chancellor  

Uganda Christian University  

11:15-11:30 

ODeL experiences and lessons for 

STEM  

 Dr. John Okuonzi 

Director ICT 

Kyambogo University  

11:30-11:45 

Observations for Crisis health 

education and training after Covid-19 

 Dr. Bonaventure Ahaisibwe  

Managing Director, Impact and Innovation, 

Seed Global Health 

11:45-12:00 

ODeL experiences and lessons for 

researchers 

 

 Mr. Gerald Zihembire Ahabwe 

Chairperson PhD Forum  

Makerere University 

12:00-12:15 
ODeL experiences and lessons for  Dr. Henry Kasumba 
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lecturers/TVET  

 

Mathematics Department,  

Makerere University 

12:15 -12:30 

ODeL experiences and lessons for 

learners/Disability  

 

 Mr. Mike Katongole 

Students’ Representative  

NCHE Council 

12:30 -13.00 
DISCUSSION: Questions and 

Answers 

PLENARY 

13:00 -14:00         

 

LUNCH BREAK  

 

 

SESSION 3:   ICT Skills Development, Regulatory Policy framework and strategies 

 

 

CHAIRPERSON: Eng. Dr. Dorothy Okello, Chairperson UCC Board, Dean School of Engineering, 

Makerere University 

 

14:00 -14:45  

PANEL DISCUSSION:   Moderator - Dr. Dorothy Okello  

 

 

Topic: 

 

Does the current Higher Education 

policy and regulatory framework 

meet the requirements for Higher 

Education digital transformation? 

 

 Ms. Irene Kaggwa Sewankambo 

Chief Executive Officer, UCC  

 Prof Mike Kuria, Deputy Executive 

Secretary IUCEA 

 Prof. George L Openjuru, Vice 

Chancellor, Gulu University 

 Dr. Jane Egau Okou, Director, 

HTVET, Ministry of Education & Sports 

 Dr. Pius Achanga, Director QAA, 

NCHE 

 Mr. Derrick Etuusa, Solutions 
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Director, Huawei Technologies Uganda Co. 

Ltd 

 DISCUSSION: Questions and 

Answers  

PLENARY 

 

SESSION 4: Higher education online delivery, learning and assessment 

 

 

CHAIRPERSON:  Dr. Lawrence Muganga, Vice Chancellor Victoria University 

 

14:45-15:05 Delivery assessment mode for e-

learning by institutions managers  

 Prof. Jude Lubega,  

Vice Chancellor  

Nkumba University 

15:05- 15:25 ODEL in Technical Vocational 

Education and Training (TVET) 

 Mr. Ivan Kimpanga Mukibi,  

Luigi Giussani Institute 

15:25- 15:45 

ODEL mainstreaming in Higher 

Education   Assessment Report  

 Dr. Pius Achanga,  

Director Quality Assurance  

NCHE 

15:45-16:05 DISCUSSION: Question and Answer PLENARY 

16:05   

Closure and Cocktail 

 

 

END OF DAY ONE 
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DAY TWO:        15th SEPTEMBER 2022 

 

8:00 – 9.00 Arrival, Registration of 

Participants 

NCHE 

 

SESSION ONE:    Content Development and Research 

 

Master of Ceremony:   Mr. Solomon Serwanjja 

 

CHAIRPERSON:    Dr. Nora Mulira, Director ICT, Research and Innovation, NCHE 

 

 

9:00 –9:10 Welcome remarks  Professor Mary J. N Okwakol 

Executive Director  

NCHE  

9.10 -9.45 KEYNOTE PRESENTATION  

 

Content Development and Research networking 

to enhance ODeL for Higher Education in 

Africa    

 

 

Professor Paul Prinsloo 

Research Professor in Open Distance 

Learning, Department of Business 

Management,  

University of South Africa 

(UNISA) 

Discussion - Q and A Session 

 

SESSION TWO: Content development and pedagogical skills under the new norm 

 

 

CHAIRPERSON: Dr. Jenipher Twebaze Musoke, Chairperson ICT Research and Innovation 

Committee, NCHE 
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9:45 -10:05 ODeL Content development and pedagogical 

delivery skills 

Assoc. Prof. Birevu Muyinda  

School of Education Makerere 

University 

 

10:05 -10:35 

 

HEALTH BREAK  

 

10.35 -11.55 ICT skills developments for both learners and 

teachers 

Prof. Jessica N. Aguti, Chairperson 

ODeL Steering Committee, Busitema 

University 

11:55 -12:15 ODeL in STEM practical teaching, learning and 

assessment  

Dr. John O. O. Omagino 

Executive Director, Uganda Heart 

Institute 

 

12:15-13:00 

DISCUSSION: Q & A PLENARY  

 

13:00 -14:00 

 

LUNCH BREAK 

 

 

SESSION 3: Development of online research networks and resources for Higher Education 

 

 

CHAIRPERSON: Dr. Maxwell Otim Onapa, FUNAS Director Science, Research and 

Innovation 

 

14:00-14:20 The art of creative research networking  Mr. Nicholas Mbonimpa  

Chief Executive Officer, RENU 

14:20-14:40 Online research and lessons from SIDA-SAREC 

project 

 Prof. Buyinza Mukadasi, 

Director, Directorate of Research and 

Graduate Training, Makerere 

University 
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14:40-15:00 Research award strategies   Mr. Emmanuel Ikwara, Lira 

University 

 Mr. Steven Kakooza, Lira 

University 

15:00-15:20 Innovative strategies for PhD Training   Dr. Irene Etomaru, Principal 

Investigator, Innovative Doctoral 

training in Uganda Project CEDIPE 

Makerere University 

15:20-15:40  Enabling research and education 

collaborations 

 Dr. Martin Ongol, Executive 

Secretary, UNCST 

15:40-16:00 Discussion: Question and answer PLENARY 

 

CLOSING CEREMONY 

 

16.00- 16:10 Remarks  

 

 Prof. May J. N. Okwakol, 

Executive Director, NCHE. 

16:15 -16:30 Remarks   Prof. Eli Katunguka 

Rwakishaya, Chairperson of Council, 

NCHE  

16:20 – 16:50 Official Closure  Ms.  Ketty Lamaro, Permanent 

Secretary, Ministry of Education and 

Sports  

 

END OF CONFERENCE  2022 
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Appendix 2 

 

MEMBERS OF THE ORGANIZING COMMITTEE 

 

1.  Dr. Nora Mulira Conference overall coordinator 

2. Dr. Pius Achanga Member 

3. Mr. Martin Osikei Member 

4. Mr. Cosmas Muhumuza Conference manager 

5. Mr. Arthur Babu Muguzi Member 

6. Mr. George Ebine Member 

7. Mr. Dennis Omvia Member 

8. Mr. Tito Kayigwa Member 

9. Dr. Kyatuha Ovia Member 

10. Ms. Naomi Turyahabwa Secretary 

11. Mr. Saul Waigolo Member 

12.  Ms. Jane Nabwire Member 

13. Mr. David Ssebulime Member 

14. Mr. Mike Wanyama Member 
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CONFERENCE SPONSORS 

                                                  

 

                                                                                           
 

                                                    
 

 

 

 

 

National Council for Higher Education Plot M834, Kigobe Road, Kyambogo P.O.Box 76, Kyambogo, 

Kampala-Uganda 

Tel: +256-393-262140/4 Fax: +256-393-262145 

Email: info@unche.or.ug, Website: www.unche.or.ug 

 

mailto:info@unche.or.ug
http://www.unche.or.ug/
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